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How doctors diagnose ?



How do doctors think ?

• Exhaustive method

• Hypothesis generation

• Pattern recognition

• Metacognition
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Illness Script
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The Clinical Reasoning Process
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Problem Representation

I have pain “under my right rib” “after I eat” “on 

and off” “for the last 2 days” “really hurts”



Rib pain?

Abdominal pain?

Two days?

On and off pain?

GERD Peptic 

Ulcer

Costochondritis

Pancreatitis
Biliary Colic

Pneumonia
MI

UTI



Subacute, intermittent, 

severe, post-prandial, 

RUQ pain
Pancreatitis

Biliary Colic

Peptic 

Ulcer
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How students diagnose ?



Student Attending



Strategies 

to follow…..









Concise summary statements
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